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Iranian cities, which once had dense and compact structures, are now experiencing spatial dispersion
and uncontrolled horizontal growth. This phenomenon, known as sprawl, results from inadequate
management and weaknesses in enforcing urban development policies. In response to the challenges
of unsustainable urban development, the smart growth approach has emerged as a solution to address
today's needs while preserving the environment. The purpose of this study is to examine urban smart
growth indicators from the perspective of spatial justice at the neighborhood level in Sari. To this
end, 62 neighborhoods in Sari were evaluated based on 42 indicators across six categories:
economic, social, housing, physical, accessibility, transportation, and green spaces. Using the
Shannon entropy method, the weight of each indicator and group of indicators was determined, and
then the TOPSIS method was used to calculate the final score and ranking of the neighborhoods
based on all indicators and by category. Spatial correlation analysis with the Moran index revealed
that the greatest spatial inequality pertains to environmental and economic indicators. The results
indicate that neighborhoods in districts 1 and 2 and the dilapidated area of the city generally have
higher scores on the indicators, except for environmental indicators, where neighborhoods in district
3 show better conditions. Additionally, central city neighborhoods have higher scores than
peripheral ones. These findings highlight the unequal distribution of smart growth indicators across
Sari's neighborhoods and the need for attention to spatial justice in urban planning.
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