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Governments, as the primary actors in the geopolitical arena, seek to establish geopolitical relations
with other actors to ensure security, safeguard and acquire greater benefits, and elevate their status
and prestige globally. In this context, Iran, as one of the most significant regional actors in Southwest
Asia, has numerous geopolitical interests, particularly in extending its influence beyond its borders,
especially among its neighbors, including Iraq. Therefore, this study examines the various
challenges in the path of Iran's geopolitical expansion in Iraq. Given the regional and international
importance of this issue and the impact of territorial expansion on regional and international
relations, this study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the most significant
challenges facing Iran at both the subnational and national levels. The results of the study indicate
that the most important challenges to Iran's geopolitical expansion in Iraq at the subnational level
include the political fragmentation in the relations between Iraqi Shiites and Iran, and the presence
of extremist religious and political (Ba'athist) ideologies among Iraqi Sunnis.
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