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Today, school dropout and academic underachievement are among the most significant challenges
facing education systems and educational authorities worldwide. This study aims to examine,
analytically and phenomenologically, the causes of school dropout among male upper-secondary
school students in Silvana's mountainous rural areas. The study adopts a qualitative,
phenomenological approach. Consistent with the study's nature, the researchers used criterion-based
purposive sampling and conducted in-depth, semi-structured interviews. The researchers determined
the sample size by theoretical saturation, reached after 12 interviews. Participants were upper-
secondary school teachers with direct contact with students who had dropped out of school. Data
collection and analysis followed grounded theory procedures, involving three stages of coding: open,
axial, and selective. Ultimately, the study identified five major categories related to the research
topic and organized them into a paradigmatic model centered on the core phenomenon of “Integrated
Poverty in the Mountainous Rural Environment as a Context for School Dropout at the Upper-
Secondary Level.” The findings revealed that participants (teachers) identified five major categories,
derived from 98 initial themes and 35 main themes, as the primary causes of school dropout in the
study area's rural communities. These categories included: (1) economic and livelihood-related
factors, (2) social factors, (3) cultural and educational factors, (4) family-related and individual
factors, and (5) managerial and infrastructural factors. Based on the identified causal, intervening,
and contextual conditions, the study developed a conceptual model to prevent and minimize school
dropout among rural male students. The findings further indicated that the participants believed the
school dropout rate in the study area was increasing annually. Therefore, consistent with the
interpretive paradigm's assumptions, the study understood the fundamental and underlying causes
of school dropout among upper-secondary school students in the rural areas of Silvana through a
central perspective: pervasive, multidimensional deprivation within the rural environment,
encompassing economic, sociocultural, value-related, and infrastructural dimensions.
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